The Vindicatio (1665) was written at a time when physiological theory was developing apace as a result of Harvey's discovery of the circulation, Descartes' mechanistic attempts to explain the workings of the body, and the increasing sophistication of the new experimentalism. Lower here brings all these developments together, first summing up the current position and then taking it a little further by way of a prelude to his own major contribution, the Tractatus de corde (London, 1669). The Vindicatio, therefore, is a highly succinct and forceful account of some of the most exciting ideas in early modern medicine and Dr Dewhurst and his publishers are to be congratulated for providing this excellent new edition. As grounds of inadequacies of definition and logic. Dewhurst points these out but he does not provide the modern reader, usually even more ignorant than Lower of "the tight conceptual framework of scholastic logic" (p.xxi), with much help in understanding the traditionalist approach. Second, and perhaps more important for understanding Lower's arguments (rather than O'Meara's or Cashin's), Dewhurst might have provided a more detailed exposition of the crucial concept of "Cartesian fire" and the provenance and role of "nitrosulphureous ferments" in Lower's thought. Here, though, the reader does have the benefit, as Dr Dewhurst points out, of Robert Frank's discussion in Harvey and the Oxford physiologists (Berkeley, 1980 Press; vol. 6: 1966 -75, 1982 vol. 7: 1976 -83, 1984 
